
MARCH-APRIL      

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Friday 3/1 Mary       
Gaines’ Memorial 
Dinner 6:30 pm 

 Sunday 3/10 Day-
light Saving Time 

 Monday 3/11 JCC 
Board Mtg. 7 pm 

 Sunday 3/24 1 pm 
Ice Cream Social 
and 2 pm Reading of 
the Megillah  

 Monday 4/8 JCC 
Board Mtg. 7 pm 

 Tuesday 4/23 2nd 
Seder 6:30 pm 

 Tuesday 4/30 Yizkor 
Services 9:30 am 

 

 

THE SCHRIER 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF WEST PASCO 
Home of Congregation Beth Tefillah 

March-April 2024 
Adar I/Adar II/Nisan 

5784 

Phone:  727  847-3814 
  
E-mail:                         
jccwestpasco@aim.com 

 

Shabbat Services  
Conducted by Ron Becker, Perry Werbel 

 and Elliot Shapiro 
  

EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING AT 7:30 PM 
 

EVERY SATURDAY MORNING AT 9:30 AM 
 

  Passover 
  

After a long delay, we are pleased to re-introduce 
the JCC Annual Second Seder which 

will be held on Tuesday, April 23, 2024 
at 6:30 pm. 

 
 

The cost for this traditional and  
delicious Seder is: 

 
 

With RSVP:  
           Members                                                     $36.00 
 Children of members (3-13)                 $18.00 
           Non-members                                  $50.00  
          Children of non-members (3-13)       $25.00  
 
Without RSVP (at the door): 
          Members                                                      $50.00 
 Non-Members                                            $68.00 
 
 
 

The deadline for reservations is 
Sunday, March 31, 2024. 

 

Don’t delay...get your reservations in today 
and avoid the late surcharge. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE-by Eileen Hochstadt  
  

Read this on the website, “MY JEWISH LEARNING.COM” and wanted to share this with you: 
 

Torah teaches that creativity is our very birthright and foundational to Judaism. The first three words of the Torah 
are Beresheit bara Elohim — “In the beginning, G-d created.” G-d’s first act is one of creativity. Only a few verses 
later we read that humans are created b’tzelem Elohim (“in the image of G-d”). If G-d is, first and foremost, a creator, 
and we are created in G-d’s image, then we too are created to be creators. Each of us is endowed with creative capacity 
simply by being human.  
 

The ancient rabbis knew that activating creativity could be a powerful way to tap into our deepest selves and to access 
the Divine. After the destruction of the Second Temple, two pathways to divine connection were established — 
the beit knesset, or house of prayer, and the beit midrash, the house of study. Both came to rely on fixed texts yet, para-
doxically, the spiritual and intellectual foundation of the work in both of these centers was fueled by radical creativity.  
 

The Jewish prayer book calls upon us again and again to sing a shir chadash, a new song, to G-d. What constitutes a 
new song? Something unique, born of the moment, what is made possible when we open ourselves to the Divine and 
allow that which is bigger and beyond ourselves to come to us and through us.  
 

The same word — chadash (new) — is also the basis for the sacred work of the beit midrash. As the great sage Rabbi 
Yehoshua taught: ee efshar l’beit midrash b’lo chiddush (“There is no house of inquiry without creative interpreta-
tion.”) (Chagigah 3a).  To be a student of Torah is to bring one’s own creativity into conversation with our ancient 
texts as a way of eliciting new understandings. 
 

The foundational practices of Judaism — prayer and text study — require an engagement with what is in order to bring 
about what will be. This is, essentially, what the creative process is: turning what is — an empty page, stage, or canvas 
— into what becomes our creation. This process is encapsulated in one of the most central names for G-d in the To-
rah. In a moment of intimate exchange between G-d and Moses, in which Moses asks G-d how he should identify 
G-d to the people (Exodus 3:14), G-d answers: Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh. (“I shall be that which I shall be.”) G-d self-
identifies not as a person or a place, but as a process. G-d is the force that moves that which is into that which will be. 
 

Creativity as a spiritual practice is a way for us to partner with G-d and to develop the character traits that allow us to 
stay in ongoing co-creative partnership. What this relationship requires of us is an openness to the creative process: a 
willingness to venture into the unknown, the ability to be present in the moment, an openness to our intuition and al-
lowing ourselves to follow where it leads us, and a deep humility in knowing that nothing we bring into the world is 
ours alone. 
 
Continued on page 6 
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On Sunday afternoon, March 24th we will 
have an ice cream social at 1 pm and then 

step inside the sanctuary for the  
reading of the Megillah at 2 pm. 

 

All are welcome.   
Costumes are also welcome. 

Please visit the JCC’s web page at: 
 

jccwestpasco.com 
(our easy-to-remember site!) 

 

                Find us on Facebook, too  
(and don’t forget to ‘like us’). 

                  
 

https://www.sefaria.org/Chagigah.3a?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.3.14?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker


Candle Lighting Times 

3/1    Shabbat Dinner/Services 
 6:30 pm  Mary Gaines’ 
 Memorial 
3/2 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
3/3 Bingo 1:30 pm 
3/6 Bingo 11 am 
3/8 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
3/9 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
3/10 Daylight Saving Time begins 
3/10 Bingo 1:30 pm 
3/11 Bingo 11 am 
3/11 JCC Board Meeting 7 pm 
3/15 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
3/16 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
3/17 Bingo 1:30 pm 
3/18 Bingo 11 am 
3/19  First day of spring 
3/22 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
3/23 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm  
3/24 Ice Cream Social and 
 Reading of the Megillah 
 1 pm 
3/24 Bingo 1:30 pm  
3/25 Bingo 11 am   
3/29 Religious Services 7:30 pm 

3/30 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
3/31 Bingo 1:30 pm 
4/1 Bingo 11 am 
4/5 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
4/6 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
4/7 Bingo 1:30 pm 
4/8 Bingo 11 am 
4/8 JCC Board Meeting 7 pm 
4/12 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
4/13 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
4/14 Bingo 1:30 pm 
4/15 Bingo 11 am 
4/19 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
4/20 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
4/21 Bingo 1:30 pm  
4/22 Bingo 11 am 
4/23 JCC 2nd Seder 6:30 pm 
4/26 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
4/27 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm  
4/28 Bingo 1:30 pm 
4/29 Bingo 11 am 
4/30 Religious Services & Yizkor
 9:30 am 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

THE SCHRIER 

March 1 6:13 pm 

March 8 6:18 pm 

March 15 7:22 pm 

March 22 7:26 pm 

March 29 7:29 pm 

April 5 7:33 pm 

April 12 7:37 pm 

April 19 7:41 pm 

April 26 7:45 pm 

A Message From Ron Becker 
 

Dear friends, I would like to start this issue’s message with a word of thanks for all who helped make  
January and February so happy, meaningful and inspirational at the JCC.  We began winter season with the 
celebration of our 50th wedding anniversary.  Then we marked the Bar Mitzvah anniversary of Gregory  
Cohen with a wonderful Shabbat luncheon thanks to his parents Paula and Barry.  Finally, we topped it off 
with my own Bar Mitzvah anniversary and Chris’s and my birthday parties on Shabbat at shul.  What could 
be more fitting and enjoyable than to celebrate life cycle events with friends and family at our spiritual 
home? We know that all life cycle events are not joyful ones, but knowing that we have a congregational 
family that we can share all good times and sorrowful ones together makes this a caring and holy community. 
 
In addition to our Shabbat events, we continue to serve our region at large by volunteering monthly at  
Metropolitan Ministries.  We spend three hours once a month helping with food, clothing, and other  
necessities distribution for those who need it most at that organization’s Pasco County headquarters in  
Holiday, FL and are planning to host a “holiday tent” to do the same in our own parking lot during the 2024 
Thanksgiving and winter holiday season.  We also hosted the St. Petersburg College and Lifeline University 
sponsored Mental Health First Aid training with attendees from our synagogue and from throughout the  
region.  We attended and I spoke at the Martin Luther King Day march and program and at the Unity  
Congregation’s program on Judaism.  In addition, I spoke at two religion classes at Pasco Hernando State 
College. A group of us celebrated Tu B’Shevat, the Jewish Arbor Day with a Seder as we strive to not only 
alleviate human suffering, but do what we can to help heal the planet. 
 
 
Continued on page 7 
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We share the sorrow of the passing of: 
 

Rabbi Alan Goldberg 

 

We send our deepest condolences  

to his family. 

In loving memory of Rabbi Alan Goldberg 

Beth Tefillah congregants mourn passing of ‘Rabbi Al’ 
January 22, 2024 

A Jewish Press report (reprinted with permission) 
 

Alan Goldberg, spiritual leader of Congregation Beth Tefillah in Port Richey for more than two decades before  
retiring in 2016, died Dec. 14, at age 89. 
“Rabbi Al” as he was called, was remembered by congregants for his friendly personality and helpful advice. He was 
born in Manchester, England, in 1934 and attended yeshiva in England and Montreal, where he also taught students. 
He was “always involved and teaching in shuls in the communities we lived at in Canada and in Florida,” said son 
Harold. 
While still in Canada, he began working in real estate and life insurance, eventually moving to Florida. He and his 
wife Sandra lived in Key West and he was branch manager for Time Warner Cable Company before moving to  
Pasco County. 
Goldberg was a Rover and Scout leader and an active member of the Masons and Shriners for many years. He also 
served as chaplain for the Pasco County Sheriff’s Office throughout his tenure as spiritual leader at Beth Tefillah. 
He was “not the typical pulpit rabbi,” said Ron Becker in his eulogy for his friend, noting that working in the  
business world made it easier for him to relate to his congregants and the outside world. 
Becker and Goldberg became fast friends and enjoyed conversing in Yiddish. Becker and his grandchildren enjoyed 
visits at the rabbi’s home and he quickly learned the rabbi and wife were welcoming to many. 
When the rabbi retired, Becker stepped in as volunteer spiritual leader at the small congregation and continues in that 
role. 
Other congregants also praised Goldberg. “He helped me through some very dark times when my son was going 
through his teen years. I don’t think I would have made it through without the loving kindness of both Al and Sandy. 
I am truly grateful for their guidance and love,” said Eileen Hochstadt, president of the JCC located on the same 
property with Beth Tefillah. 
Gary Brevoort was a student at Chabad Yeshiva in Montreal in 1960, learning from Goldberg – who was studying” 
to become a rabbi. They met again at Beth Tefillah and became good friends. 
Elliot Shapiro, a service leader at the synagogue, said of Goldberg, “He was my mentor, friend, advisor, counselor 
and go-to man for help with an issue.” 
Another friend of the rabbi, Patty Perlmutter, wrote of a time recently when the rabbi gave her advice about mourn-
ing a loved one and of his offer to give spiritual support. “Rabbi Al was always thinking of others,” she said. 
Survivors include his children Jonaton Goldberg (Yochi Zahav), and Ronda (Moti Vahav), both residing in Israel; 
Howard (Edna) Goldberg of Land O Lakes, and Mandy Saadia (Jim Zollen) of Toronto; 11 grandchildren, and nine 
great-grandchildren. The family requests memorial contributions to the Jewish Community Center of West Pasco, 
9841 Scenic Drive, Port Richey, FL 34668. Beit Olam Cemetery at Trinity Memorial Gardens. 
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Remarks at the ML King Day Commemoration Program, January 15, 2024,  
Booker T. Washington School, Port Richey 
 
Faith is Taking the First Step Even When You Don't See the Whole stairs  
 
Dear friends, it is an honor to come before you again on this Martin Luther King, Jr holiday. Last 
week in synagogues throughout the world, we began reading the Book of Exodus detailing the evils 
of slavery, the attempt by our Prophet Moses, who was often quoted by Dr. King, to convince the 
suppressive governing powers (in this case the Pharaoh Ramses of Egypt) to free the slaves, the  
resistance by that power until horrific plagues beset that nation, and finally to the Exodus of the 
Hebrew people.  
 
However, just being expelled from Egypt into an unknown land with no experience of freedom for 
those former slaves, that journey was fraught with fear of an unknown future, living day to day with 
no idea what the next day would bring, without the tools needed to really be free and self-
governing. The Hebrews were to spend 40 years wandering in the wilderness as they slowly learned 
G-d’s commandments and the way to live moral lives, remembering always to be kind to strangers 
since they were once “strangers in a strange land”. Think of how difficult it must have been for 
these people to leave a life they knew well: oppressive and racist, but one in which what little they 
had was given to them. Many doubted Moses’ optimistic outlook and leadership. Some, completely 
lacking faith in a better future, demanded that Moses to turn back. Ultimately, only two people who 
were adults at the time of the release from Egypt survived to see the promised land, Joshua and 
Caleb. Only those who were small children in Egypt or who were born during the 40 years in the 
wilderness crossed over the Jordan into freedom. Yet this freedom was still to be struggled and 
fought for. But now these people who had not experienced the helplessness of slavery, could have 
the faith and self-confidence necessary to complete the journey. 
  
Just as with the world facing Dr. King in the 1950s and 60s, real freedom seemed so far away, just 
thinking about it could have been overwhelming. This is the background from which King gave us 
this famous advice “Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole stairs”. Just as 
with the journey thousands of years ago, we are also on a journey and we have seen a taste of free-
dom, but we have not completed the journey. Not until hatred, discrimination, war, and poverty 
are alleviated can that journey end. Yes, we have had the privilege of living through the Great Soci-
ety and have seen many of the wrongs in our nation righted. But we all know that there is much 
more to be done. Fortunately, others have taken that first step that Dr. King referred to, but we 
must be prepared to climb the others, step by step, avoiding the temptation to be overwhelmed 
when we are rebuffed and in danger of falling off the ladder leading to true freedom. We must have 
the faith that Dr. King and Moses had that the mountain can be scaled and freedom can be 
achieved. But we must not be discouraged when we face roadblocks on that climb. We must hate 
the concept of hatred, but not hate the haters themselves. Through education, we must teach future 
generations of the dangers of anything less than a free society devoid of hunger and discrimination, 
and most importantly, always have faith in a future that we can build but might not live to see. Eve-
ry day is a new day. Even if we don’t know the exact outcome of our influence on that day, we must 
have the faith to push further to the end, to the day when all people will be free, secure from the 
stresses of hunger and discrimination. We will continue to face obstacles in climbing that ladder, 
but faith and love will pull us through.  
 
Ron Becker, Spiritual Leader, JCC of West Pasco 
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Celebrating 50 Years! 
 

Happy 50th anniversary to 
Chris & Ron Becker 

1/6/1973-1/6/2023 

Photos by Barbara D. Johnson 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  (continued from page 2) 
 

At Jewish Studio Project, we work with thousands of adults 
across the country, helping them to rekindle their creative spark 
and reconnect to an authentic and meaningful relationship to 
Judaism and the Divine through creative process as spiritual 
practice. Below are some tips, from our studio to yours, for 
embarking on your own spiritual journey into creativity. 
Whether you are painting, drawing, dancing, singing, playing 
music, taking photos, or scrapbooking, we hope these will be 
helpful in getting started: 
 

 Start with where you are: Wherever you are is the perfect 
place to begin. Regardless of your perceived talent or ability, 
creativity resides naturally within you, as it does within us all. 
You do not need any special skills or training to engage in crea-
tivity as a spiritual practice, just a willingness to begin and an 
openness to explore. 

 Start with who you are: Get quiet. Go inward. Are you 
happy? Angry? Agitated? Yearning? What’s live for you? Cre-
ativity is a way of being with what is — the good, the hard, and 
everything in between. It allows us to more deeply know it and, 
ultimately, to transform it. 

 Start with what you have: Creativity as a spiritual practice 
can happen just as easily — and sometimes more so — with 
simple materials you already have on hand: ballpoint pen and 
paper, bare feet on the earth, a pile of sticks and leaves in your 
front yard, your own voice. No need to go out and buy fancy 
supplies. Part of the spiritual practice is coming to see the ordi-
nary as extraordinary. 

 Get Started: Pick up a material that intrigues you, a color 
that sparks your interest, and begin. When creating, we often 
tend to overthink what we’re doing. We want to map out the 
process and know exactly what the end result will be. Instead, 
try the reverse. Allow each brushstroke, each note, each move, 
to lead to the next rather than predetermining a plan. Be with 
what is and let that be the inspiration for what will be next. 

 Free your Mind: Follow what has energy for you in each 
moment: bringing a particular image into focus, adding blue, 
the sound of a particular word in the flow of a sentence. Let the 
intellect relax as you engage your other ways of knowing: intui-
tion and imagination.  

 Keep Going: There are many stages to the creative process. 
Often after an initial round of painting or composing we be-
come attached to what we’ve created and don’t want to wreck 
it, but we know the piece is not yet done. Find a way to record 
what you have and then keep going. Often the resistance we 
feel to letting a piece shift and change is a precursor to creative 
breakthrough. 
 

Creativity is a way of moving beyond all we think we know 
and tapping into the place of all possibilities. Each day in the 
morning liturgy we describe G-d as mechadesh b’chol yom 
tamid ma’aseh b’resheit – the one who “renews daily the work 
of creation.” We human beings are  
G-d’s partners in the ongoing work of creation. We need to be 
creative, and G-d needs our creativity. 
 
Thanks, 
Eileen 

https://www.jewishstudioproject.org/
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Congratulations to  
Paul & Carol Land as their 

granddaughter, Kaylee Land, 
was called to the Torah 

as a Bat Mitzvah on  
March 2, 2024! 

A Message From Ron Becker 
(Continued from page 3) 

 

We will continue to participate in community activities and 
hope that more of our JCC congregants will join me at these 
venues and at the ones that we will continue to host. There 
are several coming up as we enter the spring season with the 
two months of Adar (yes, 5784 is a leap year) so we get to 
“increase our joy” doubly.  On March 1st, the family of Mary 
Gaines is sponsoring a catered dinner in our beloved  
matriarch’s honor. 
 
On March 19/20 (stay tuned for details on the date and time) 
we are hosting the celebration of the Baha’i communities’ 
Nah-Ruz holiday. The Baha’i faith is a monotheistic religion 
born in the 19th century that sees itself as a continuation of 
the world’s great religions “with a new message for the  
modern age”. Thanks to the world-embracing vision of its 
founders and the broad appeal of their teachings, the  
movement spread rapidly and now has several million  
members from diverse backgrounds throughout the world 
dedicated to the promise and work towards universal 
peace.  Nah-Ruz is the first day of the Baha’i calendar year 
and one of eleven holy days for its adherents.  It occurs at the 
spring equinox and thus is also a celebration of the  
season.   It is a festive event with prayer, music, and dancing 
combined with a dinner that ends a month of fasting. We 
have attended Baha’i events and their followers in our region 
have been to several of our Interfaith JCC events as 
well.  Chris and I had the pleasure of visiting the world  
renown Baha’i Gardens in Haifa when we were last in Israel. 
 
Then on Purim Day, Sunday March 24th  at 1 pm, we will 
celebrate the holiday with great joy beginning with a social 
hour complete with hamantaschen, ice cream and assorted 
other festive treats followed at 2 pm by a reading of the  
Purim Megillah, the Book of Esther.  Costumes,  
noisemakers, and merriment are all encouraged.  And for the 
first time since the covid scourge, we will host an in-person 
Pesach Seder on the 2nd evening (April 23rd) of the  
festival.  So please support your JCC by attending our  
services, our events, our community volunteer efforts, and 
those Interfaith programs hosted by other faiths to which we 
are invited.  Let’s build our reputation on faith and service 
and play our role in Tikkun Olam, a better world for 
all.  Once again, we are commanded to increase our joy in 
the coming two months as we move forward.  Blessings to 
you all!    
 
 
Ron Becker, Spiritual Leader 
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