
NOVEMBER/

DECEMBER        

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Sunday, 11/2 Change to 

Standard Time 

 Sunday, 11/2 11 am Car 
Show 

 Sunday, 11/9               
Kristallnacht                
Remembrance  

 Monday, 11/10 7 pm JCC 
Board Meeting 

 Thursday, 11/27    
Thanksgiving (office 
closed) 

 Monday, 12/8 7 pm JCC 
Board Meeting 

 Friday, 12/12 6:30 pm 
Hanukkah Pot Luck  

 Wednesday, 12/31 8 pm 
New Years Eve Casino 
Night 

 

THE SCHRIER 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF WEST PASCO 
Home of Congregation Beth Tefillah 

November/December 
2025 

Cheshvan/Kislev/Tevet 
5786 

Phone:  727  847-3814 

 

E-mail:  
jccwestpasco@aim.com 

 

EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING AT 7:00 PM 

EVERY SATURDAY MORNING AT 9:30 AM 
 

  
 

Holiday Happenings    
 

Please join us on Friday, December 12 at 6:30 pm 
for Shabbat services followed by a POT LUCK      

dinner to celebrate Hanukkah.   
We will provide the LATKES, you provide 

the other dishes (dairy or pareve). 

 

There is NO COST for this fun-filled evening. 
 Please call the office by December 3 to let 

Marie know you are coming and what you are 
bringing. 

 

Ron and Chris will host members and 
friends at the annual Cotee River Boat Parade 

on Saturday, December 6 at 6:00 pm  
at the pavilion across from their home. 

 

On Sunday, December 14 we will visit Trinity Place 
Assisted Living at 2:00 pm and perhaps the 

Coral Oaks in Palm Harbor (still up-in-the-air at 
press time, updates will be provided via email) to 

celebrate and share Hanukkah  
with their residents.  



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE-by Eileen Hochstadt 
 

It is from Rabbi Noah Weinberg.  He was the dean and founder of Aish HaTorah.  For 50 years, his visionary educational programs brought hundreds of 
thousands of Jews closer to their heritage. I would like to share a piece from Aish.com where Rabbi Noah Weinberg of Blessed Memory delves into essential 
ways to achieve success in every facet of your life.  He presents 48 ways, but I am only covering one today:    

Way # 14 Written Instructions for Living 
Torah is not an arcane text of the ancient world. It is the essence of Judaism, which is the essence of ourselves. 
The Jewish people have a set of "written instructions for living" - the Bible, and "oral instructions for living" - the Talmud. Jewish wisdom is incomprehensible 
unless both parts are working together. 
Way #14 is "b'mikreh," the written instructions. The Bible has three parts, totaling 24 books: 
Torah - The Five Books of Moses, revealed to the Jewish people by G-d at Mount Sinai. 
Prophets – G-d spoke to various prophets (e.g. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) who transmitted messages strengthening the Jewish commitment to Torah. 
Writings - The Writings (e.g. Proverbs, Psalms, Esther) emphasize G-d's message in a poetic style. 
The Bible is the all-time bestseller and has made an enormous impact on Western civilization. Everyone should study the Bible at least once in a lifetime. 
"All men have an inalienable right" - straight from the Bible. "Love your neighbor" - the Bible. Isaiah's vision of peace adorns the United Nations. The biblical 
sanction to "proclaim freedom throughout the land" is engraved on the Liberty Bell. 
You don't need to accept the existence of G-d to learn these basic lessons. Whether interpersonal relationships, self-awareness, community relations, or 
environmental concerns - Torah is the ultimate "owner's manual." 
On a deeper level, Jewish tradition says that Torah is the "blueprint for creation." Everything in life can be found in Torah... if you ask the right questions and 
possess the right set of tools.  
Intergalactic Communication 
Imagine you received a message from outer space. You might not fully understand its meaning, but you are fascinated. You will  study every word and try to 
decode it. 
Torah is the word of G-d, communicated to the Jewish people at Mount Sinai. If a piece of Torah doesn't seem to make sense, don't pass it off as irrelevant. Keep 
asking, searching, delving. 
Look deeper into what each piece of Torah is telling you. All the stories and commandments are philosophical messages waiting to be revealed by the 
intellectually active mind. The Flood, the Tower of Babel, the splitting of the Red Sea - all contain the deepest wisdom for living. Even dates, names, numbers, 
events, and lineage all teach us something. The message is often between the lines. And when the message seems obvious, there's more below the surface. 
Let's take an example. In Genesis chapter 18, Abraham is in the middle of conversing with G-d. Then three strangers pass by, and Abraham immediately runs to 
serve them. At this point, the alert reader should question: Why would Abraham stop talking to G-d in order to help strangers? It doesn't make sense. Even an 
atheist would admit that talking to G-d is the ultimate experience!  From here we learn a profound spiritual lesson: Even more important than talking to G-d, is to 
be like G-d.  What does it mean to "be like Him"? 
G-d created the world for our pleasure. Everything he placed here - fruit, hands, love - are manifestations of His kindness. This world is one big hospitality inn. So, 
when you take the role of host, of serving your fellow man, you are like G-d. Abraham was wealthy and famous, yet it was not beneath him to serve strangers. He 
understood the lesson. 
Read the Bible intelligently. It is the guiding force of Jewish achievement, as fresh today as it was 3,500 years ago. Don't discount its value without first trying to 
study it. Respect the Bible. It is a hidden treasure, a special message from G-d. 
 
Continued on page 8 
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SWEET TREATS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 

Thank you to all who organized, shopped, 
baked, assembled and delivered the much-

anticipated SWEET TREATS gift bags for the 
New Year. 

 
Thank you to: 
Natalie Cohen 

Eileen Hochstadt 
Jerry Landsberg 
Danielle Merkle 
Debbi Robinson 
Wendy Seldin 

and 
all of our members who purchased these 

gift bags for family and friends. 

Photos by Wendy Seldin 



PAGE  3 

Candle Lighting Times 

11/1 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 3 pm 
11/2 Change to Standard Time 
11/2 Bingo 1:30 pm 
11/2 Car Show 11 am 
11/3 Bingo 11 am 
11/4 US Election Day 
11/7 Religious Services 7:00 pm 
11/8 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 3 pm 
11/9 Kristallnacht Remembrance 
11/9 Bingo 1:30 pm 
11/10 Bingo 11 am 
 JCC Board Meeting 7 pm 
11/11 Veterans Day 
11/14 Religious Services 7:00 pm 
11/15 Religious Services 9:30 am 
  Bingo 3 pm 
11/16 Bingo 1:30 pm 
11/17 Bingo 11 am 
11/21 Religious Services 7:00 pm 
11/22 Religious Services 9:30 am 
  Bingo 3 pm 
11/23 Bingo 1:30 pm 
11/24 Bingo 11 am 
11/27 Thanksgiving 
11/28 Religious Services 7:00 pm 
11/29 Religious Services 9:30 am 
11/29 Bingo 3 pm 
11/30 Bingo 1:30 pm 

12/1 Bingo 11 am    
12/5 Religious Services 7:00 pm 
12/6 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 3 pm 
 Boat Parade 6 pm 
12/7 Bingo 1:30 pm 
12/8 Bingo 11 am 
 JCC Board Meeting 7 pm 
12/12 Religious Services 6:30 pm & 
 Hanukkah Pot Luck dinner 
12/13 Religious Services 9:30am 
 Bingo 3 pm 
12/14 Bingo 1:30 pm 
12/14 First candle of Hanukkah 
12/14 Hanukkah visitation 2 pm 
12/15 Bingo 11 am 
12/19 Religious Services 7:00 pm 
12/20 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 3 pm 
12/21 Bingo 1:30 pm 
12/22 Bingo 11 am 
12/26 Religious Services 7:00 pm 
12/27 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 3 pm 
12/28 Bingo 1:30 pm 
12/29 Bingo 11 am 
12/31 New Year’s Eve 
12/31 Casino Night Fundraiser 8 pm 
   
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

A Message From Ron Becker 
 

 

Dear friends, time is flying by!  We have spent an entire month enjoying each other's company as we celebrated all of the Holy 
Days from Selichot through Simchat Torah with numerous holiday and festival days in between with days of prayer and meals 
together at the synagogue and by the river.  Thanks to all who volunteered time and funds to make it all possible.  Now we are en-
tering the fall/winter season with much to be thankful for and a very full calendar of activities.  I encourage you all to set aside 
some time to join us as we work to better our synagogue family and the community around us by attending religious services as we 
will be reading and studying the entire book of Genesis (Bereshit) throughout this season, celebrating holidays and personal/family 
lifecycle milestones, and volunteering to help those in need throughout our region.   
 
Below is a compendium of our activities from October 30th through the month of December.  I hope to see you at many if not all 
of them! 
 

Thursday, October 30 Volunteering at Metropolitan Ministries at their Pasco headquarters at 3216 US 19 in Holiday, FL, 11 am-
2 pm.  Sign up at:  Jewish Community Center Group Link: https://vhub.at/1L1BLIK 
 
Sunday, November 2  Car Show in the synagogue parking lot, 11 am - 3pm 
  
Friday, November 7 and forward Kabbalat Shabbat service time will now be 7 pm instead of 7:30 pm 
 
Monday, November 24 Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at Temple Beth David in Spring Hill, 7 pm.  We will organize a carpool 
from our synagogue.  
 
Tuesday, November 25 Volunteering at the Metropolitan Ministries Holiday Tent on the grounds of Generations Church at 1540 
Little Rd, Trinity, FL, 11:15 am-2:30 pm.  Sign up at:  Jewish Community Center Group Link: https://vhub.at/1L1BLIK 
 
Continued on page 7 

November 7 5:24 pm 

November 14 5:20 pm 

November 21  5:17 pm 

November 28  5:16 pm 

December 5 5:16 pm 

December 12 5:18 pm 

December 19 5:20 pm 

December 26 5:24 pm  

https://vhub.at/1L1BLIK
https://vhub.at/1L1BLIK
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 At the October 12th JCC Membership Meeting, all Officers and Board members who were 

up for re-election or nominated from the floor were unopposed.  Therefore, the following 
people were elected/re-elected:  

 
Officers: 
Recording Secretary—open 
Corresponding Secretary—Natalie Cohen 
Financial Secretary—Barry Cohen 
  
Directors: 
Ron Becker, Laura Bernas, Ana Calderon, Barbara D. Johnson, 
Brett Landsberg, Danielle Merkle  
 
We welcome Ana Calderon to the Board of Directors. 

MITZVAH DAYS UPDATE 
 

On Monday and Tuesday, 
September 1st and 2nd, we had our 

first MITZVAH DAYS! 
 

The sanctuary was polished and was  
made ready for its holiday close-up  

(with apologies to Gloria Swanson in  
Sunset Boulevard) 

and we started the task of cleaning up 
 the parking lot. 

 
Thank you to: 

Janet Applefield, Laura Bernas, Natalie  
Cohen, Arlene & Chuck Corby,  

Eileen Hochstadt, Jerry Landsberg,  
Danielle Merkle, Debbi Robinson, 
Wendy Seldin, and Perry Werbel  

for volunteering a few hours of their time to 
help beautify our JCC. 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

BEGINNING ON  
NOVEMBER 7, 2025 

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICES  
WILL START AT 7:00 PM 

(NOT 7:30 PM) 
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BREAK-THE-FAST 5786 

 

Photos by Barbara Johnson 
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THANK YOU     
We’ve just finished the High Holy Day Season and have spent many hours in prayer and spiritual renewal.  Many  
people spent countless hours preparing for this Season so that all of the services proceeded smoothly.  They deserve 
our thanks and gratitude.   
 

Thank you to Ron Becker and Perry Werbel for leading the services and providing insight into the Torah and  
Haftarah portions which were read over the holiday season and for their incredible stamina.  Thank you to Eileen 
Hochstadt who conducted the English portion of the services and who provided the apples and honey and delicious 
honey cake.   
 

Thank you to Ron for his explanations of the Torah portions that were read and for the eloquent reading of the Torah 
portions. 
 

Thank you to Wendy Seldin for coordinating the aliyot so that the services ran smoothly. 
 

Thank you to Eileen, Ron, Ana Calderon, Barbara D. Johnson, Barbara E. Johnson and Art Simon and for their  
moving Haftarah readings and providing a Shabbat Shuva luncheon in honor of the sixth anniversary of their B’nai 
Mitzvah. 
 

Thank you to Chris and Ron Becker who again hosted Tashlich services on the Cotee River and then invited us all in 
for an afternoon of good company, good food and good conversation. 
 

Thank you to Danielle Merkle who provided the clarion call with her powerful Shofar blowing.   
 

Thank you to Danielle Merkle who chanted the moving Kol Nidre prayer.   
 

Thank you to Eileen who gave a poignant and eloquent Yom Kippur appeal speech reminding us of our past and look-
ing forward to the future for our Jewish Community Center. 
 

Thank you to Marie Abrams who distributed the tickets and made sure that all of the I’s were dotted and the T’s were 
crossed. 
 

Thank you to Wendy Seldin and Eileen Hochstadt who shopped and prepared the delicious break-the-fast which was 
enjoyed by all as well as our first night Rosh Hashanah dinner.  And thank you to those who attended the pre Kol  
Nidre pot-luck dinner and left their leftovers for all of us to enjoy as part of the break-the-fast. 
 

Thank you to Barbara D. Johnson who had the unenviable task of monitoring the Zoom access and provided all of the 
tech support and emails. 

 

And thank you to the congregation who came together in prayer whether at home or at the synagogue. 
 

We are an organization of volunteers and these special volunteers gave of themselves to make the High Holy Days 
meaningful and significant. 

SUKKOT 5786 
Photos by Ana Calderon and Barbara Johnson 
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CAR SHOW   CAR SHOW   CAR SHOW 
 

Join us on Sunday, November 2 from 11 am to 3 pm at the JCC for  
CARS, TRUCKS, MOTORCYCLES & JEEPS. 

FOOD, RAFFLES, PRIZES!! 
Come and support the JCC and enjoy an autumn afternoon. 

Our major sponsor, GOLDEN CORRAL, is offering 10% off to all car show attendees and 
participants.  HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!! 

COME ONE, COME ALL!   
 

Celebrate New Year’s Eve in style at the  
NEW YEAR’S EVE CASINO NIGHT PARTY!!! 

Get a ticket for yourself and your friends.  Your ticket includes admission, 
funny money (to gamble), hors d'oeuvres, two wine/beer tickets (more can be purchased),  

champagne/sparkling juice for a  
midnight toast, raffles, silent auctions and DJ and dancing throughout the night.   

Tickets are $60.00 per person for a full evening of entertainment. 
BUY YOURS TODAY!!! 

 Call Marie at (727) 847-3814 
This event is being held at the JCC of West Pasco on Wednesday, December 31, 2025 

from 8:00 pm to 12:30 am. 
Free parking. 

MORE MITZVAH DAYS!!! 
 

Our first two Mitzvah days were such a success, that we are doing it again! 
Please join us during the following dates/times to do a little yard work. 

 

Tuesday, November 18 from 10 am-12 nn 
Sunday, December 14 from 11 am-1 pm 
Tuesday, January 13 from 10 am-12 nn 
Sunday, February 15 from 11 am-1 pm 
Tuesday, March 10 from 10 am-12 nn 

 

Come 30 minutes prior to the start time for a nosh. 
Please bring gloves, a rake and a flat-head shovel if you have. Call Wendy for more information. 

A Message From Ron Becker    continued from page 3 
 

Saturday, December 6 Pre-Hanukkah party and viewing of the annual New Port Richey holiday boat parade at the Cotee River 
(Grand Boulevard between Vermont and Kentucky Avenues), 6 pm 
 

Friday, December 12 Pre-Hanukkah Shabbat "bring your own dairy casserole" dinner—we supply the potato latkes! following a 
brief Kabbalat Shabbat service, 6:30 pm 
 

Sunday, December 14  Volunteering to bring Hanukkah cheer (song, food, and candle lighting) to homebound residents at  
Trinity Place Assisted Living, 2 pm and perhaps other assisted living facilities 
 

Thursday, December 18 Volunteering at the Metropolitan Ministries Holiday Tent on the grounds of Generations Church at 
1540 Little Rd, Trinity, FL, 8:30 am-12 pm.  Sign up at:  Jewish Community Center Group Link: https://vhub.at/1L1BLIK 
 

Wednesday, December 31 Casino Night/New Year's Eve Gala, 8 pm-12:30 am 
 
See you in Shul!   Ron 
Ron Becker, Spiritual Leader 
 

https://vhub.at/1L1BLIK
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  continued from page 2 
The Original 
If you want to understand the Bible, you might need to learn Hebrew. There are things you will be missing if you choose not to and in order to get the full meaning in translation, 

learning the language will help. 
For example, the Torah uses 10 different names for G-d. Each "name" refers to an aspect of G-d's essence: all-knowing, all-powerful, prime mover, merciful, etc. But in English, 
these names are all translated the same, and much of the depth is lost. 
Worse yet, biblical translation promotes misconceptions. For example, you'll read a translation and come across the word "sin." Uh-oh. Sin, evil, punishment. But the Hebrew word 

Chet does not mean sin at all. Chet appears in the Bible in reference to an arrow which missed the target. There is nothing inherently "bad" about the arrow (or the archer). Rather, a 
mistake was made - due to a lack of focus, concentration, or skill.  From here we learn that human beings are essentially good. Nobody wants to sin. We may occasionally make a 
mistake, lose focus, and miss the target. But in essence we want to do good. This is a great lesson in self-esteem. Simply adjust your aim and try again!  In translation, the message 
is lost. In fact, entire religions have arose based on mistranslations. Try and get it straight.  Think about learning Hebrew. 

Preconceived Notions 
I once came across a magazine profiling a group of hippies who spent the day reading the biblical "Song of Songs." "Song of Songs" is written in the form of a poem, a love song 
between a man and a woman, symbolizing the relationship between the Almighty and humanity. The message is so deep and beautiful that the Jewish people call this book the "holy 
of holies."  On the commune, they had an experience where the men recited the man's lines, and the women recited the woman's lines. The magazine reports that they read through 

"Song of Songs" and had a fantastic experience.  Afterward, the women proclaimed that they finally found a portion of the Bible written by a woman, because no man could ever 
understand a woman's feelings so deeply and state them so powerfully. In other words, they concluded that only a hermaphrodite could have edited the Bible. But G-d? No, that's 
inconceivable. 
Unfortunately, Bible critics usually come from a preconceived position, and when the Bible doesn't fit those parameters, they are forced to make far-fetched conclusions. They don't 

seriously consider the idea of Torah's divine authorship, of "national revelation." 
Yet it is an unbroken Jewish tradition that 3 million men, women and children stood at Mount Sinai and heard the Torah direct ly from G-d. And in the 3,300 years since, no other 
religion has ever made such a claim - because it is impossible to fabricate. 
Nature & Miracles 

Some critics have trouble accepting the idea of divine intervention. For them, all the biblical phenomena need to be explained in terms of nature. A book called "World in Collision," 
for example, explains the splitting of the Red Sea like this:  A tremendous comet approached earth at the time the Egyptians were chasing the Jews. At that precise moment, the 
comet was in position to tear the Red Sea apart by the force of gravity, leaving dry land between two walls of the sea. The Jews entered the sea, and sure enough, the Egyptians 
followed. Luckily, the Jews came out the other side just as the comet passed, and the water returned, drowning the Egyptians.   Simple, right? You don't need G-d.   How does this 

book explain the manna bread that the Jews collected every morning for 40 years in the desert? After the comet passed, partic les of petroleum remained in the higher atmosphere. It 
eventually burned off and mixed with the dew. The falling dew combined with a particular micro-bacterium that digests petroleum products and converts it into protein.  Thus, ex-
plains how every morning, for 40 years, a nation of Jews picked up manna bread - "dew containing predigested protein." On Fridays, there was a double portion, but he doesn't 
explain that...  These explanations are missing the point. Torah isn't a history book, a physics book, or a storybook. Rather, it is Torat Chaim - literally "instructions for living." Every 

word, every phrase contains a message how to maximize pleasure in life. Look for the deeper message - the wisdom within - and you will reap immense rewards. 
The Time Is Now 
The first sentence a Jewish child is taught is "Torah tziva lanu Moshe, morasha kehilat Yaakov" - "Torah was commanded to us through Moses and is the inheritance of every Jew." 
Torah was meant for everybody. It is not the exclusive domain of some priestly class. Rather, it is a living, breathing document - the lifeblood of our Jewish nation. We are always 

required to involve ourselves in its study and practice. As it says, "You shall think about it day and night" (Joshua 1:8).  Your academic education may have ended, and there may 
come a point where you are as good a "professional" as you need to be. But learning Torah starts at a young age and continues for a lifetime. As you mature and your awareness of 
reality increases, so will your understanding of concepts you thought you once knew well. 
Every Jew is supposed to review the weekly Torah portion three times and then hear it again in the synagogue on Shabbat. We review, ask questions, discuss the topics. "What did 

you see, what was difficult, what didn't you understand?"  After learning a piece of Torah, organize it so it's at your fingertips. For example, the Five Books of Moses are organized 
into 54 weekly portions and 674 chapters. After learning one chapter, pause and assign a code word or phrase to the chapter. You'll have a handy device to recall the wisdom it 
contains.  Some people use the excuse, "I'm too old to begin learning." But the Talmudic scholar Rebbe Akiva didn't even learn the Aleph-Bet until he was age 40. This is the same 
Rebbe Akiva who became the greatest sage of his generation with 24,000 students! 

Some people are hesitant to learn Torah because they can't imagine ever becoming a scholar, so therefore "why even get started?" This is faulty thinking. Every drop of Torah study 
is precious and eternal. 
Tree of Life 
There are two ways to acquire wisdom: through life experience, or through learning Torah.  Judaism says it's better to get wisdom through Torah. Why? Because even though you 

can learn from experience, there's a negative residual effect. True, a woman who goes through a series of failed relationships will eventually learn what's important in a husband. But 
if she'd first studied wisdom, she'd have saved a lot of needless headaches. 
We learn this lesson from the Garden of Eden. Here is a story that sounds like a real fairytale: two trees in the middle of the garden, and G-d instructs Adam that the Tree of Life 
(symbolizing the attainment of wisdom through Torah) is made to be eaten, whereas the Tree of Knowledge (symbolizing wisdom through experience) is better avoided. Adam's 

mistake? He eats from the Tree of Knowledge. 
We don't have the patience to get to know ourselves and we want to learn from experience. Many people say: "After I make money, when my business is self-sustaining, then I'll 
take time out to learn Torah. But I need to experience life a little first."  Three divorces later...  Do not say: "When I have free time, I will study," for perhaps you will never have time. 
Realistically, once you're promoted to VP of the firm, do you expect to have more free time, or less free time? 

The Torah is a "tree of life" for those who grasp it. When we study Torah, we are not studying an abstract and arcane text of the ancient world. We are in fact discovering the es-
sence of ourselves. 
Why is "Written Instructions" a Way to Wisdom? 
Read the Bible from beginning to end. If you haven't yet learned Hebrew, buy an authentic Jewish translation. (Recommended: ArtScroll's "Stone Chumash") 

Learn Torah. Discover G-d's instructions for living. Don't wait until your life is almost over. 
Understand Torah. It's the book that changed the world. Ask questions until you know the message in detail. 
Correlate any differences and resolve them. There are no "unintentional" discrepancies in Torah. Look in the book and you will find it. 
Organize it. Wisdom is only useful when it's at your fingertips. Torah should be your encyclopedia, almanac and index to living. 

Review Torah, to remember. You wouldn't head out on the open road without a map. When going through life, don't leave the Torah behind. 
Integrate Torah. Make the ideas part of your reality. Rebbe Akiva said that a Jew without Torah is like a fish without water. 
Update it. Renew Torah wisdom as your life situation changes. Don't "honor your parents" at age 25 the same way you did at age five. 
Upgrade it. The first paragraph of the "Shema" contains 48 words, corresponding to the 48 Ways. Torah wisdom is infinitely vast. Always delve one level deeper. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Eileen M Hochstadt 
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