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Phone: 727 847-3814
E-mail:
jccwestpasco@aim.com

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF WEST PASCO
Home of Congregation Beth Tefillah

Please join us on

DECEMBER
HIGHLIGHTS

Sunday, December 22
from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm



Saturday, 12/7 6:30pm
Cottee River Boat
Parade

for our ANNUAL HANUKAH PARTY



Monday, 12/9 7 pm
JCC Board Meeting

We will have a public candle lighting
followed by latkes and gelt
(the candy kind, not the legal tender kind!)



Saturday, 12/21
First day of winter



Sunday, 12/22 First
Hanukah Candle and
Hanukah Celebration
5pm to 7 pm

There is no charge for this fun-filled event
but RSVPs are needed.



Tuesday,12/31 New
Year’s Eve

Please RSVP to the JCC Office at:
(727) 847-3814

Shabbat Services
Conducted by Ron Becker and Elliot Shapiro

EVERY FRIDAY EVENING AT 7:30 PM
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING AT 9:30 AM
Alan Goldberg, Rabbi Emeritus

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE-by Eileen Hochstadt (continued from last month)
13.) “I am not a Jew with trembling knees. I am a proud Jew with 3,700 years of civilized history. Nobody came
to our aid when we were dying in the gas chambers and ovens. Nobody came to our aid when we were striving to
create our country. We paid for it. We fought for it. We died for it. We will stand by our principles. We will
defend them. And, when necessary, we will die for them again, with or without your aid.” – Israeli Prime Minister
Menachem Begin to Senator Joe Biden, in June 1982, who threatened to cut off US aid to Israel. Me nachem Begin
communicated strength, pride and conviction. He was a proud Jew who knew that he had an incredible history and
spiritual heritage behind him and consistently drew strength from that. - Josh Pittleman
14.) “Who is the wise person? The one who foresees the consequences.” – Talmud, Tamid, 32a So many of the
actions we or our leaders take seem good in the moment but have many unforeseen and disastrous long-term or
unintended consequences. Leadership demands that we try to examine the future consequences of the behaviors we
prescribe before taking action. - Emuna Braverman
15.) “It’s not how much or how little you have that makes you great or small, but how much or how little you
accomplish with what you have.” - Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch. We’re all given different sets of life
circumstances and one basic choice: Will we take those circumstances and build with them or not? Some people have
tremendous wealth yet don’t seem fulfilled. And we’ve met people who don’t have much yet feel they are achieving
their dreams. It is not how much or how little we have, but how we utilize our resources that determine our life
experiences. - Rabbi Yaakov Cohen
16.) When Rabbi Zusha of Hanipol was on his deathbed, his students found him crying. They tried to comfort him
by telling him that he was almost as wise as Moses and as kind as Abraham, so he was sure to be judged
positively in Heaven. He replied, "When I get to Heaven, I will not be asked, ‘Why weren't you like Moses, or
why weren't you like Abraham?’ They will ask, ‘Why weren't you like Zusha?’ " Our biggest fear in life should be
whether or not we are living up to our potential. - Ephraim Shore
17.) “Ben Bag Bag would say: turn it [the Torah] over and turn it over, for everything is in it.” – Ethics of the
Fathers, 5:26 My mother, Rebbetzin Esther Jungreis, of blessed memory, quoted this every time she spoke. We don’t
need to look at self-help books, search the world for new thoughts on living life. Every challenge, every experience,
every life solution can be found in the pages of the Torah. - Slovie Jungries Wolff
18.) In reply to Albert Einstein’s quote, “G-d doesn't play dice with the universe,” Niels Bohr said, “Einstein,
don't tell G-d what to do.” Albert Einstein was a classical physicist and believed that the universe operated in a set of
fundamental theories which describes nature. Niels Bohr was one of the early and greatest quantum physicists who
believe that there are limits to the precision with which quantities can be known. Einstein thought that given full
knowledge of the current state, it is possible to predict all future states. That is determinism; nothing is up to chance.
Einstein thought that with enough data, one could in essence know G-d’s mind. Bohr thought that this does not seem to
be the way the world works. Chance may play a role. But he understood that it’s absurd to think that one could know
G-d’s mind. - Ben Rothke
19. )“For if you remain silent at this time, relief and rescue will arise for the Jews from elsewhere, and you and
your father's household will perish; And who knows but that you have come to the kingdom for such a time as
this and for this very occasion?" – Book of Esther, 4:14 When Mordechai reaches out to Esther and says that she
has to go step up for the Jewish people, she refuses, thinking that she can’t do it. He responds by telling her that you
were built for this moment. “Who knows if for this very moment you’ve become royalty.” G-d throws all of us
challenges and sometimes we don’t think we have enough power, resources, patience, or strength to go through it. But
during those difficult moments, G-d is saying to us is: who knows if for this reason you became who you are. You
became the professional you are, the mother you are, the doctor you are, the rabbi you are, the person you are. G-d is
always preparing us for the challenge ahead. Whenever we reach that point when we think we don’t have it in us, maybe
it’s for that moment
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A Message From Ron Becker
Dear friends,
As I write this, I am preparing to participate in yet another interfaith gathering for the purposes of fostering fellowship and combatting hatred and prejudice wherever we see it. On November 20th, members of the JCC will attend and I will speak at the 2019 Day
of Transgender Remembrance. So far this year, 20 have been murdered in the US, simply for being who they are. This Day of Remembrance will honor them and pay respects, letting them know that while they may be gone, they are certainly not forgotten. The
LGBTQ+ community, specifically the transgender community is afraid to reach out to service organizations because of past perceived stigmas associated with who and what they are and together with the members of Pasco Pride, the interfaith community is
working to change that narrative in society.
Due to the success of the “fighting hatred” event held in October at St. Teresa’s Church in Spring Hill at which the JCC was a cosponsor and participated with many of our members attending, we are planning another such event for some time in the winter. And of course, we will join the African American Club of Pasco in the annual Martin Luther King Day march and program in
January. Our participation in nearly a dozen events in the last two years (some of which we have hosted) has cemented our position
in the interfaith community and strengthened our ties to peace loving members of all faiths.
The month of November marked the launching of this year’s Hebrew School, Bat Mitzvah lessons, adult education classes, and the
first monthly community Shabbat dinner. This month we honored our veterans. Among our guests were New Port Richey mayor
Rob Marlowe and his wife Carolyn who together with JCC officer Art Simon gave a heartwarming greeting. That night, we also
welcomed back our beloved member Mary Gaines who returns to the community after a short residence out of the area.
Our adult education classes are being very well attended and include lively discussions on this year’s theme---the 613
Mitzvot. Please feel free to join the group which meets on Sundays at 11 am. Eileen Hochstadt, our president and Hebrew School
director, teaches her young students and continues with her adult elementary Hebrew classes at 12 noon each Sunday. Again, all
are welcome to participate. We have a Bat Mitzvah student as well and this winter, we are planning to conduct and host our first
wedding ceremony and reception in many years.
On November 17th, we re-launched our monthly congregational dine-outs thanks to the efforts of Barbara E. Johnsen. These very
popular get-togethers became moribund since the death of Carl Bakelman who ran them for many years. Now Barbara has reinstituted it beginning with a delicious luncheon with our congregational family at Harold Seltzer’s Restaurant. Stay tuned for announcements of future luncheons and dinners and get to meet your fellow congregants in a great social setting over a good meal.
And on November 24th, at 1 pm I will be delivering the D’var Torah about why Jews should be celebrating Thanksgiving and together with Professor Catherine Eskin of Florida Southern College (FSC), I will be discussing the history of the Jewish communities of the Tampa Bay region and Polk County on WMNF Radio 88.5 FM with access on the radio and on the computer.
(continued on page 5)

DATES TO REMEMBER
12/1
12/5
12/6
12/7
12/8
12/9
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/22

Adult Education 11 am
Bingo 10 am
Religious Services 7:30 pm
Religious Services 9:30am
Bingo 5 pm
Cottee River Boat Parade
Religious School 10am-12n
Boutique 10am-12nn
Adult Education 11 am
JCC Board Meeting 7pm
Bingo 10am
Religious Services 7:30pm
Religious Services 9:30am
Bingo 5pm
Adult Education 11 am
Bingo 10am
Religious Services 7:30pm
Religious Services 9:30am
Bingo 5 pm
Religious School 10am-12n
Boutique 10am-12n
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12/23
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/28

12/29
12/31

Adult Education 11 am
Atria Bayport 1 pm
Hanukah Celebration
5pm-7pm
1st candle of Hanukah
2nd candle of Hanukah
3rd candle of Hanukah
4th candle of Hanukah
Bingo 10 am
5th candle of Hanukah
Religious Services 7:30 pm
6th candle of Hanukah
Religious Services 9:30am
Bingo 5 pm
7th candle of Hanukah
Rosh Chodesh
Adult Education 11 am
8th candle of Hanukah
Rosh Chodesh
New Year’s Eve

Candle Lighting Times

December
December
December
December

6
13
20
27

5:16
5:18
5:21
5:25

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
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Cotee River Boat Parade
Join us on the banks of the Cotee River
in New Port Richey on December 7 at
6:30 pm for the
COTEE RIVER BOAT PARADE.
The JCC will have a boat in this parade
piloted by our own Captain Jeff
Hochstadt, festooned with lights and our
very own MENSH on a BENCH.
We need all hands on deck to
help decorate Jeff’s boat. Please call
Eileen for information about time and
location.
Let’s have a large and noisy turnout on
the banks of the river.

Religious School Report
Our first class was on Sunday November 10th 2019 and
it was amazing to find that our students had not
forgotten too much of what we learned last year. A bit
rusty but never the less on track to hopefully be reading
by year end. Each student learned how to say “I am a
girl” or “I am a boy” in Hebrew. They also learned
how to say “My Name is” in Hebrew as well. We
learned how to say the names for the color of the
rainbow in Hebrew.
We began using the 2nd trunk in the Educational Trunks
from the Holocaust Museum. This trunk sent to us free
of charge from the Museum teaches us about diversity,
prejudice, human rights and the Holocaust. During our
first class we read a book called Everybody Cooks Rice
by Norah Dooley in Minneapolis. The story explains
how rice, although cooked in many different ways by
different cultures remains the staple part of the world’s
food supply. Stay Tuned.

Come One, Come All
to the ANNUAL JCC NEW YEAR’S
DAY
BINGO MARATHON!
Spread the Joy of Hanukah
Bring the Festival of Lights to others
Join us on Sunday, December 22 at 1pm
at Atria Bayport Senior Living Center
on SR 52 to celebrate Hanukah
with their senior residents.
There will be singing, gelt, dreidels
and lots of smiling faces.
Please RSVP to the office at:
(727) 847-3814
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Doors open at 8 am
First game is at 10 am
Bring your neighbors, bring your
friends for a day of fun and
(potential) winnings.
If you have some free time, we can
always use more volunteers!
Wednesday, January 1, 2020
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2019 Halloween Spook-tacular
A freaky good time was had by all

A Message From Ron Becker (continued from page 3)
Professor Eskin has been involved in religious life on campus through her work with Jewish students and helped create the Weinstein Scholar program for students from Israel.
An active member at Temple Emanuel, Eskin enjoys building the FSC Sukkah on campus. She founded the Temple
Emanuel Archive of images and oral history interviews in
2007/2008 and has a semester-long sabbatical (Fall 2015)
during which she is collecting interviews for the
Archive. We hope many will tune in!
We continue to move forward with a full schedule of activities during the month of December. In addition to Shabbat
services every Friday evening and Saturday morning, we
will once again be participating in the New Port Richey
holiday boat parade on Saturday evening December
7th. Captain Jeff will steer his craft completely decorated
for Hanukkah with music and merriment for all who gather
on the banks of the Cottee River to view and experience the
spectacle. Please volunteer to help with the decorating and
then come down to the Cottee River park right in front of
my home on Grand Boulevard to get a “front row”
position. The boat should be plying by my house at around
6:30 pm.
And speaking of Hanukkah, we have two wonderful events
planned for the first night of candle lighting. On Sunday,
December 22nd, we will visit the Atria Bayfront Senior Living Center on Route 52 and sing Hanukkah tunes and blessings for the Jewish residents. Then at 5 pm, we gather at
the JCC for a gala Hanukkah party complete with latkes and
other goodies and much song and merriment. And of
course, we light the first candle on our giant menorah. Please join us as we mark an important holiday with
our congregational family.
And finally, we ring in the new year of 2020 with a marathon bingo session at which we hope to have many JCC
volunteers to help with this fundraising event. Wishing you
all a very happy last month of the year and a great 2020
filled with joy, peace, and good health for all, and a commitment to help the JCC to continue to grow and prosper as
we serve the Jewish community of West Pasco.
Ron Becker, Spiritual Leader
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2nd Hanukah Candle

8th Hanukah Candle

30

3rd Hanukah Candle

23

22
Religious School 10a
Adult Education 11a
Hanukah Celebration 5pm-7pm
1st Hanukah Candle

29
Rosh Chodesh
Adult Education 11a

24

16

15
Adult Education 11a

31
New Year’s Eve

17

10

9
JCC Board Meeting
7 pm

3

Tue

8
Religious School
10am-12nn
Boutique 10am-12nn
Adult Education 11a

Mon

2

Sun

26
10am BINGO

5th Hanukah Candle

4th Hanukah Candle

19
10 am BINGO

12
10 am BINGO

5
10 am BINGO

Thu

25

18

11

4

Wed

Fri

6th Hanukah Candle

27
 5:22 pm
Religious Services
7:30 pm

 5:21 pm
20
Religious Services
7:30 pm

13
 5:18 pm
Religious Services
7:30 pm

6
 5:16 pm
Religious Services
7:30 pm

December 2019

1
Adult Education 11a
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28
Religious Services
9:30 am Miketz
Rosh Chodesh
Bingo 5 pm
7th Hanukah Candle

21
Religious Services
9:30 am
Vayeshev
Bingo 5 pm
1st Day of Winter

14
Religious Services
9:30 am
Vayishlach
Bingo 5 pm

7
Religious Services
9:30 am
Vayetzei
Bingo 5 pm
Cottee Boat Parade

Sat

