
JANUARY/ 

FEBRUARY        

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Monday 1/1 New 
Year’s Day 

 Monday 1/8 7 pm 
JCC Board Mtg. 

 Thursday 1/11 Rosh 
Chodesh 

 Monday 1/15 Martin 
Luther King Day 

 Thursday 1/25 Tu  
Bishvat 

 Friday-Saturday    
2/9-2/10 Rosh      
Chodesh 

 Monday 2/12 7 pm  
JCC Board Mtg. 

 Monday 2/19      
Presidents’ Day 

THE SCHRIER 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF WEST PASCO 
Home of Congregation Beth Tefillah 

 
January-February 2024 

Tevet/Shevat/Adar I 
5784 

Phone:  727  847-3814 
  
E-mail:  
jccwestpasco@aim.com 

 
 

Shabbat Services  
Conducted by Ron Becker, Perry Werbel 

 and Elliot Shapiro 
  

EVERY FRIDAY EVENING at 7:30 PM 

 

EVERY SATURDAY MORNING at 9:30 AM 

 

Alan Goldberg, Rabbi Emeritus 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Please join us for Shabbat morning services, 
January 6, 2024 at 9:30 am. 

Following services, Ron and Chris Becker 
will host a special Kiddush luncheon in honor 

of their 50th wedding anniversary!!! 
 
 
 
 

***************************************************** 
 

Please join us for Shabbat services and a  
tribute dinner in memory of Mary Gaines 

on March 1, 2024 at 6:30 pm. 
Mary’s son, Joel Gartner will sponsor this 
Shabbat dinner.  Whereas there is no cost 
for dinner, we still need a head-count so  

that enough food can be prepared.  
You must RSVP to the office by 

February 19, 2024. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE-by Eileen Hochstadt 
 

3 Jewish Reminders for When the World Seems Overwhelming 
 

* Thank you C.E. Harrison. He is the Communications Manager at Keshet and a former writer/editor for the Union for Reform Judaism; he 
is an alumnus of the 2018 JewV’Nation Fellowship’s Jews of Color Leadership Cohort. C.E. also contributes to USA TODAY and is a 
Professional Certified Marketer® (PCM®) and Certified Digital Marketing Professional (CDMP) with dual certification from the American 
Marketing Association and Digital Marketing Institute. C.E. lives with his partner and four pets in metro Detroit, where he serves 
on Temple Beth El’s Board of Trustees and is actively involved with his local Jewish Federation. 
 
Judaism embraces the notion that we can all do and be better and that it’s incumbent upon us, as Jews, to create this reality. Rather than 
relying on G-d to repair the world, Judaism compels us to take action and do it ourselves – which means that there can be a real sense of 
empowerment that comes with living a Jewish life. 
There may come days, though, when all we can do is sit in shock at the acts of hatred and oppression that occur in the world around us. 
Each mass shooting, each act of unethical political warfare, each act of antisemitism, racism, and transphobia can leave us feeling 
overwhelmed, anxious, and skeptical of our ability to confront the challenges of tikkun olam, repairing our broken world. 
We may even fall into the trap of thinking, “This is the new normal, and I’m just one person. What’s the point of even trying?”  In times like 
these, it may help to remember the teachings of our Jewish faith and tradition. 
 
When we feel overwhelmed by the world, here are three important teachings to bear in mind: 
 
1. WE ARE CALLED TO PURSUE JUSTICE. 
In "Pirkei Avot," Rabbi Tarfon commented on Micah 6:8 by saying: 
“Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief. Do justly, now. Love mercy, now. Walk humbly, now. You are not obligated to 
complete the work, but neither are you free to abandon it.” 
Justice, mercy, and humility are some of the core tenets of Judaism. These tenets aren’t electives we can simply shrug off as optional. We 
are literally called to be dedicated agents of justice, to look the world’s grief in the eyes and face it head on, even – perhaps especially – 
when it feels easier to just give up. 
 
2. WE ARE CAPABLE. 
In his d’var Torah for Parashat B’har/B’chukotai, Rabbi David Lyon asserts that “humanity thrives in places where freedom from hunger, 
redemption from bondage of any form, and release from tribulations unleash our greatest human potential.”  We are capable of anything we 
set our minds and hearts to – but, as he reminds us, our capability is often unearthed in the most seemingly hopeless moments.  
Consider this: When have you felt the most confident in yourself? Was it when things in your life were going relatively easily, or after you 
overcame something you thought would nearly destroy you, walking away from it feeling stronger and more resilient?  
Your answer is likely the latter, and that’s because those moments serve as testimonies to our capability as human beings to accomplish 
goals we once only dreamt of. Our sacred pursuit of justice in the face of a torrent of unjust opposition is no different.  
 
3. WE ARE DESTINED. 
Revisiting the book of Micah reveals the following prophecy of transforming ya’ash (despair) into shalom (peace): 
“…They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not take up sword against nation; they 
shall never again know war; But every [one] shall sit under [their] grapevine or fig tree with no one to disturb [them]…Though all the 
peoples walk each in the names of its gods, We will walk in the name of the Lord our G-d forever and ever”  
(4:3-5). 
 
This passage includes a beautiful image of olam haba – but again, rather than being up to G-d to make into reality, it is destined to happen 
because we are to make it happen. 
Jewish belief teaches that we’re all created b’tzelem Elohim, in the image of G-d. If the Holy One is without end, as the  
Kabbalists suggest, then that means we, through the work we  
accomplish in creating a safer and more just society, are also without end – destined to live on through eternity as we continue seeking to 
make the world a better place. 

 
The Jewish people have survived for centuries, despite the odds against us. Although each generation of Jews has faced its own considerable 
share of sorrow and hopelessness, so, too, has each generation not only survived but left the world a little better than they found it. Why 
should our generation be any exception? 

 
  
Respectively submitted, 
 
Eileen 
 
 
 
  

https://www.keshetonline.org/
https://urj.org/what-we-do/audacious-hospitality/jewvnation-fellowship/2018-jewvnation-fellowship-alumni
https://www.tbeonline.org/
https://reformjudaism.org/glossary/tikkun-olam
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/bhar-bchukotai/finding-richness-and-glory-gods-ways
https://reformjudaism.org/glossary/shalom
https://reformjudaism.org/glossary/olam-haba
https://reformjudaism.org/glossary/btzelem-elohim
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Candle Lighting Times 

1/1 New Year’s Day  
1/1 Bingo 11 am 
1/5 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
1/6 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
1/8 Bingo 11 am 
1/8 JCC Board Meeting 7 pm 
1/11 Rosh Chodesh 
1/12 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
1/13 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
1/15  Bingo 11 am 
1/15 Martin Luther King Day 
1/19 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
1/20 Religious Services 9:30 am 
  Bingo 5 pm 
1/22 Bingo 11 am 
1/25 Tu Bishvat 
1/26 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
1/27 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
1/29 Bingo 11 am 

2/2 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
2/3 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
2/5 Bingo 11 am 
2/9 Rosh Chodesh 
2/9  Religious Services 7:30 pm 
2/10 Rosh Chodesh 
2/10 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
2/12 Bingo 11 am 
2/12 JCC Board Meeting 7 pm 
2/16 Religious Services 7:30 pm 
2/17 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
2/19 Presidents’ Day 
2/19 Bingo 11 am 
2/23  Religious Services 7:30 pm 
2/24 Religious Services 9:30 am 
 Bingo 5 pm 
2/26 Bingo 11 am 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

THE SCHRIER 

A Message From Ron Becker 
 

 

Dear friends, as we begin a new calendar year, we hope and pray that the bloodshed in Israel and Gaza and throughout the world 
will cease and that those in our own midst who are suffering homelessness, loneliness, and hunger will be helped and supported.  At 
the time of this writing, there are still over 100 hostages being held in Gaza as the war and bloodshed continue with unprecedented 
suffering.  At our JCC, we are continuing to make strides in bringing our communities of faith together to help alleviate what ills 
that we can through action and prayer.  We have combined with such entities as the Nature Coast Interfaith Coalition, the Lifeline, 
the African American Club of Pasco, Temple Beth David of Spring Hill, Unity Church of Port Richey, Community Congregational 
Church of New Port Richey, Nativity Lutheran Church of Weeki Wachee, and all others who stand with us to support peace and 
justice. During the past three months, we have held joint prayer services, lectures, concerts, and holiday celebrations for Thanksgiv-
ing and Hanukkah.  On February 11th, I will be speaking of the joys of Judaism at the Unity Church.  All members of our community 
are invited and encouraged to attend as we share information on our faiths and how we are certainly more alike than we are  
different.  
Members of our JCC community have participated in the Metropolitan Ministries Pasco County Holiday Tent distributing food, 
toys, and other personal necessities to hundreds of those in need in our region during the winter holidays.  This will continue on a 
monthly basis throughout the new secular year of 2024.  We have also visited assisted living facilities to help residents (many who 
do not receive family visits) celebrate Hanukkah.  We have also provided a Minyan at funerals for those who have lost loved ones 
but don’t have enough family and friends to enable them to fulfil the mitzvah of saying Kaddish.  If you haven’t done so already, 
please consider joining us to participate in performing these important mitzvot.  Not only will you help others, but you will be guar-
anteed a sense of connection with the world around us.  Then on January 25th we celebrate Tu B’Shevat, the Jewish Arbor Day as we 
strive to not only alleviate human suffering, but do what we can to help heal the planet.  
We can’t solve the world’s problems on our own, but together with our friends and neighbors, we can show the world what we can 
accomplish in our region and serve as an example for others.  
The first two months of the new year will feature several milestone celebrations.  On January 6th (an otherwise infamous date), Chris 
and I will celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary with a Shabbat Kiddush luncheon right after morning services.  On January 20th, 
Paula and Barry Cohen invite you to a Shabbat Kiddush luncheon to celebrate the anniversary of their son Gregory’s Bar Mitzvah. 

Then on March 1st, we celebrate the extraordinary life of our beloved JCC matriarch, Mary Gaines z”l, with a Shabbat dinner spon-
sored by her son Joel Gartner and family.  May our memories of Mary always be for a blessing.  
We begin the new year with the reading and studying of the Book of Exodus, the long road into slavery and quest for freedom.   And 
appropriately, on January 15th, our JCC will again will participate in the Martin Luther King, Jr Day festivities beginning with a 
march of solidarity down Pine Hill Road in Port Richey starting at the Unity Mission Baptist Church and culminating in a wonderful 
celebratory program at the historic Booker T. Washington School.  There will be musical performances, inspirational talks, and  
refreshments.  We have so much to look forward to in the coming two months, and I hope to share them all with you.   
Happy New Year!         
Ron Becker, Spiritual Leader  

January 5 5:31 pm 

January 12 5:36 pm 

January 19 5:42 pm 

January 26 5:47 pm 

February 2 5:53 pm 

February 9 5:59 pm 

February 16 6:04 pm 

February 23 6:09 pm 
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Please visit the JCC’s web page at: 
 

jccwestpasco.com 
(our easy-to-remember site!) 

 
 

                Find us on Facebook, too  
(and don’t forget to ‘like us’). 

                  
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Ron Becker who the 
New Port Richey City Council voted to 
approve his continuing representation of 

the NPR library on the Pasco 
County Cooperative Library 

Advisory Board. 
 

Well earned and well deserved, Ron! 

How Do JCC Bingo Players Celebrate Halloween? 
 

Ans:  SPOOKtacularly 

Metropolitan Ministries 
By Wendy Seldin 

 

Thanksgiving is about families and reflecting on what we have and being thankful for what we have. 
 

This year we had the honor of being able to serve those less fortunate than ourselves with the folks from 
Metropolitan Ministries. 
 

We helped park cars, load shelves, fill shopping carts, load cars and generally assist folks in need. 
 

I am blessed.  I have food to put on my tables, gas to put in our cars, friends and family. 
 

A simple mitzvah, a few hours of my life ‘attending the needy.’  May we be blessed to  
never need this assistance and may we all give some time to help some less fortunate than ourselves. 
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Over fifty community residents attended a moving and inspi-
rational interfaith Thanksgiving service sponsored by the 
Nature Coast Interfaith Council and held at Temple Beth Da-
vid in Spring Hill on November 22nd.  There were readings 
and chants from many faiths including Hebrew, Catholic, 
Muslim, Native American, and Baha'i and followed by a so-
cial hour where attendees met with faith and community 
leaders from throughout our region.  The Nature Coast Inter-

faith Council is an organization where all faiths, spiritual 
paths, cultural traditions, and communities cooperate for the 
benefit of all with honor and respect. Our JCC has hosted 
two events (an interfaith peace service and roundtable lifeline 
panel discussion).  Several others are being planned for the 
future and the Council is planning a weeklong summer day 
camp and working with area high school guidance counsel-
lors to assist them in their mission. 

Left to right:  Chris Becker; Laura Bernas; Eileen Hochstadt;  
Professor Eric Theodore, Head of Global and Multicultural  
Awareness/Equity Services at Pasco/Hernando State College;  
Joshua Alonso (Ron's and Chris's grandson); Ron Becker; Rabbi 
Jen Goldberg, Spiritual Leader of Temple Beth David; Tony  
Quinones, West Pasco Baha'i Community; and Rev Dr. Emery 
Ailes, President of Lifeline University and Senior Pastor of Pristine 
Spring Hill Baptist Church.  Thanks to Rev Dr. Ailes for the fine 
photography and his incredibly strong support of all community 
efforts. 

Hanukkah 5784 
 

Sharing Hanukkah with residents 
of Trinity Place Assisted Living. 

December 10, 2023 

Please join us on Saturday, January 20, 2024 for 
Shabbat morning services at 9:30 am.   
Following services, Barry Cohen will  

host a luncheon in honor of the  
anniversary of his son, Gregory’s Bar Mitzvah. 
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